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CONSIDERATIONS 


Relating to the Enlarging the 


RUSSIA TRADE. 


' And the Contract for 


Importing Tobacco into that Countrey : 
Humbly Propoſed by the Contractors. 


T is obſervable , That Inquifitive and Difintereſted * Perfons, who have 


lately Publickly treated of Trade 3 have 
* Vide Sir of. Child's New Diſcourſe on 


look'd upon the Trade of Ruſſi 4 as almoſt Trade; in the Preface,and alſo in Pag.105. 


wholly loſt to this Nation, either by i]l «of the 24. Edit. Printed 1694. As alſo a 
Management or Negligence, ; Diſcourſe of Trade, Coyn and Paper Cre- 
' Hit. Jag. 90. Printed 1697. ſuppoſed to be 

wrote by Mr. Polixfen ; and the Diſcourſe 


Since therefore, the Obſervations of theſe of the Fublick Revennes and Trade of 
K Y land, by the Author of the Effay of 
Aurhors are alſo confirmed by our own Expe Worn and lions. Pdoihe bs nor. Bs. 


rience : It may be high time to find out printed 1698. 
ſome proper Methods to recover that Trade, | 


It is an undoubted Truth, That Arts, Manufactures and Foreign Trades, make 
the greateſt Improvement, where there are the greateſt numbers of Hands and 
Stocks to carry them on, and where there are no Clogs or. Barrs to Induſtry : 
Of this Holland is a ſufticient inſtance ; tor tho' the Engliſh were the firſt Dil- 
coverers of the Ruſſia Trade, .and had a Charter to incorporate them, and 
that confirm'd by an A of Parhamenr, yet the Dutch without the advantage 
of any Company at all, but with a full liberty to every one to Trade to Ryſ- 
fra. have (with their numbers of Hands and Jargeneſs of Stock) drove the Eng- 
liſh 2)mo#t quite out of that Trade : They have encreaſcd their Trade to Forty 
five and Fifty Ships, ſent thither yearly 3 and we with onr great Fines and [m- 
politrons have dwindled our Trade thither to Four or Five Ships yearly. They 
have tor mary Ycars { and do yet ) cngrols all the moſt conſiderable Com- 
moditics of Ruſſia, as Maſts, Pitch, Tarr, Pottaſhes, Deals and Firr Timber , 
ani we (with our few Traders) diive no Trade at all in Maſts, Pitch, and 
J.rr. 4. Nay, are often forced tro buy our Pottaſhes at ſecond hand from 
the Dich. Surely, this conſtceration alone 18 of weight to make the entrance 

into 
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into that Company as wide and eafie as poſſible, that ſo by the encreaſe of 


Hands and Stock in: that Trade, we may retrieve what we have loſt for 
want of them, and what the Duteb by thofe very means only have gained 


from us. 


If the Ruſſia Company are at any Charge to ſupport their Corporation, 
other Traders that come in, will help'to bear it, and eaſe them : For ſup- 


4 poſe this Company do (one Year with another) expend 3001. and trade for 


2c,” col. Yearly, then the charge npon the Trade would be 1 2 per Cert ? But 
if they admit others for a ſifiall Fine, the Trade will probably encreaſe to 
20c,,00c b, (for the Tobacco Trade alone may be 150,c00 {. of it) and then 
inſtead of paying 30s. Impoſitions on every 100 /. according to the above 


ſuppoſition; they will not need to pay above 3s. for xc0/. and this they 
muſt own will be a great eaſe to them: But the true reaſon why they ſo 


ſtrenuouſly oppoſe the admiſſion of others on eahe terms, 1s this, That (as they 
are) they have but very few Traders, and thoſe do ſo well underſtand one 
another, that they can manage that Trade, to as much advantage to them- 
ſelves as they pleaſe, without regard to the Publick good, but when others 
may Trade thither alſo, they cannot combine together, and tho' their Profits 
will be lefs, yet the Kingdoms will be greater by the encreafe of our Ex- 
portations 3 this is the only true Reafon that makes them ſtrive ſo hard ſor 
great Fines for Admiſſions; knowing that as that hath been, fo it will always 
be an effetual means to keep Men out of their Company, few being willing 
to give a great Sum for liberty to drive a Trade they have not been acquainted 
with; and the Company have taken care to keep all Men but themlelves as 


1gnorant of the Ruſſia Trade as poſſibly they could, 


It cannot well be _ that the. whole neceſſary charge of :the Com- 
pany can be above 3ool, a Year, for they ſeldom are at any expence a. 
broad, and here at home their charge is chiefly in Salaries to one another, 
and good Dinners 3 which cbarge they have raiſed yearly by Impoſitions 6n 
Goods Imported from Narve, which are moſtly brought home by Eaſtland 
Merchants, and others not free of the Ruſſzar Company. | 


A Liberty to Import Tobacco into Ruſſza, hath been long wiſh'd for by all 
Men that underſtood and defired the wellfare of England, as knowing it 
would be better ro us than Mines of Silver, by encreafing our Shipping :nd 
Seamen, and turning the Ballance of all Our Northern Trades in Our fa- 
vour ; that whereas we have hitherto been forced to ſend great Sums in 
Specic to pay for the Produ@ of thoſe Ccuntries, over and above all our 


Exports: This would in a litt]e-time turn the Scales, and we ſhould rather 


have Species from them, then ſend any thither. 


| This ſo long wiſh'd for Liberty 1s naw obtained at the expence of a great 
Sam by private Men, who are Strangers to the Trade of -Raſſra, and have 
bought up ſeveral Parcels of Tobacco fit | ne Pe are informed) for thar Countrey, 
and they are ready to Export it thither, in caſe they may bave Liberty to do it, 
and to run the hazard, whether they ſhall gain or loſe by it ; but they hope ir will 
not be thought reafonable they ſhould pay any great Fine,for their Admitlion into 


the Company, to drive a Trade of ſuch great and certain Profit to the Kingdom, 
and 


'# 1 
/ Vin wi EMENMAAL. 
od YUtg Us 77 = 7" 
R £E | / f* . 


(3) FIR 
and fo doubtful and hazardous to themſelves. For ſince they entred-into the | 
Contra with the C'zar, for the Importing ſo great a quantity of Tobacco Year- 
ly into his Dominions, they have been nnghtily diſcouraged by the Ryſſza Mer- 
chants, who alledge the ContraQtors have engaged in ſuch an affair, as will de- 
ſtroy the greateſt part of the Sum their Subſcriptions amount to ; and that if the 
Raſſiz Company were concerned in it, they would chulſe to loſe One half, nay, 
Nine tenths of what they had Subſcribed, rather than ſtand to the bargain. Such 
Diſcourſes, with the other difficulties in the paſling of the BI L L, hath fo 
diſtonraged the Subſcriptions, that ever ſince thoſe difficulties were made, there 
hath not been One penny Subſcribed, tho the Roll hath lain open all the while, 
and there is not Subſcribed one halt ſo much, as may be employed in the Tobagcg 
Trade, Theſe are great diſcouragements from People who pretend to know ſo 


well the State and Nature of the Trade and People of Ruſſia. 


It ſeems ſtrange therefore, That the Rfſia Merchants ſhould in their Propo- 
fals demand a Fine of 5co /. and beſides that, a certain Impoſition of One per (ext. 
upon a Trade, that they are ſure will be deſtructive to the Lndertakers, tho they 
do acknowledge it will be very advantageous to the Narian, 


Theſe Undertakers are willing upon their Admiſſion into the Freedom of the 
Company, to bear their ſhare of the Charge of the Company, by paying Propot- 
tionable Impoſitions to what other Traders pay ; but to pay more, they think ye- 
ry hard for the Reaſons mentioned above» | 


How ſmall ſoever the ſaid Impoſition of One per Cext; upon the Importation of 
Returns tor Tobacco may ſeem, it will amount in Seven Years (the Term of the 
Patent) to above 10ecol. by a modeſt Computatibn ; which Snm, as there will 
be no occalion for it to defray the neceſſary . Charge: of the Company ; ſoit wiſl 
diſconrage the Undertakers from proceeding on the Contra, while Rafe 
ſee fo little probability of advantage by it. Now to what end are the Ruſſie 
Merchants ſo earneſt for great Fines and Impoſitions, ſince they do not Trade in 
a Joynt-Stock, nor have Power to divide thoſe Fines and Impoſitions among 
themſcves > Certainly what they receive more than they. ſpend, doth and muſt 
lie as a dead Stock by them, ſo that (as is obſerved before) their main Delign by 
it, 15 to clog other Traders, and to keep Men out of their Cothpany : For cer- 
tainly the greater Trade is driven, the lefs need their Impoſitions be. 


Beſides, as to their Att of Parliament, tho none of the King's Subjets can Trade 
to the Dominions of the Emperour of Ruſſia without their Licence 3 yet is there 
not the leaſt word therein-mentioned thar gives them any Power to take Money, 
{or ſuch Licences. = 


This Nation hath by this Grant from the C'zar an opportunity to cncreafe its 
Stock 150,ccol. a Year (beſides Employing ſome Thouſands of the Poor in Ma- 
nutacturing the Tobacco)» and the World may think it ſtrange if we hcfitate or 
make difficulties about the embraceing and improving fo advantageuus an offer. 
And if we cannot make uſe of the Grant, we muſt part with it to thoſe that will 
pay us for it : And the Nation way hereafter have time to repent the lofs of fo 
great a Jewel, which no Art nor Expence may be ever able to recover. 


There 
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© There is ancther National Advantage, That a great Trade to Rxſſi« would 
Sive us, and what the Dutch find by it, Viz, That all Naval Stores and other 
Commybditics Imported from Ruſſz2,would be brovght home in our own Shipping 
(the Ryſes having none) whereas all thoſe Naval Stores trom, Sweden and Den- 
»:ark -and the Ports of the :Baltick, are Imported chiefly in Shipping of thoſe 
Countreys, which is a double Charge and loſs to this Naiion ; beſides the Dutch, 
- by having an opportunity of being ſupplied with Maſts, Deals, Hemp, Pitch and 
Tarr from Rnſſia, need not depend on Sweden and Denmark for them, and by that 
means can better keep thoſe Two Finces'in awe, with reſpe& to Commerce , 
which we cannot do, having at this time our ſole dependance on thoſe Two King- 
doms for all our Naval Stores. | ; 
To conclude , The ContraQtors for Importing Tobacco into Ruſſia, are ſo far 
from engroſling to themſelves any Profit, that may be thought will ariſe from 
that Graft, that they do yet keep open their Subſcriptions for every one that 
hath a mind to be concerned with .them therein, and they are willing rather 
wholly to loſe that advantage they propoſe to themſelves by the Contratt, than 
that the Nation ſhould be totally depriv'd of the Tobacco Trade. And therefore, in 
caſe they cannot be admitted into the entire Freedom of the Rxſſza Company, 
to drive that Trade on equal Terms, with all other Members of the ſame, they 
are ready and do offer to part with it to the Rxſſza Company, upon the repay- 
ment of the Money they have paid and expended about it. 


And ſurely the Ruſſze Merchants will not be (like the Dog in the Manger) nei- 
ther carrying out Tobacco themſelves, nor ſuffering others to do it, who would; 
ſince the doing of it will bring ſo many advantages to the Nation , which its 


humbly hoped , wull be always preferred before the private Intereſt of Ten or 
Twelve Perſons. i 25 
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